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Time Name Location Description
10:30 TEAPOT 

RACING
Artisan Yard What could be a better way to begin your day at 

the Victorian Town than by racing a motorised 
teapot around an assault course? Timing is of the 
essence when making tea, so it should come as 
no surprise that timing matters when you are 
racing teapots too. Come and see what the fuss 
about at the Artisan Yard (turn left at The New Inn 
Public House and you will find the Artisan round by 
the canal).

11:00 TADLOP ON 
TOUR

Upper Town The Telford and District Light Operative Players 
(TADLOP for short) are an enthusiastic and 
melodious group based locally to Blists Hill who 
perform musical theatre shows twice a year. In 
2023 they came to The Town That Never Was and 
went down brilliantly well, so we have invited them 
back this year. 

11:30 TOWN MAYOR 
ELECTION

Upper Town A town as important as The Town That Never Was 
clearly needs leadership and for a number of years 
we have elected a Town Mayor. There are usually 
a variety of hopeful candidates and there have 
been some pretty shady practices over the years, 
from the Cthulhu Party fiddling the ballot to the 
Biscuit Appreciaton Party (who currently hold 
office) bribing the electorate with biscuits and in 
doing so creating havoc with the town's waistlines.

Needless to say we are looking for a new Mayor 
this year - but be warned, last year's Mayor will be 
back again offering biscuits and bad puns, so 
please do consider standing for election yourself.

Let's face it. What could possibly go wrong?
12:00 HIGH NOON 

SHOOT OUT
Upper Town With our optional Steam Western theme this year 

we just had to put the High Noon Shoot Out on the 
menu. This is an old favourite from the Asylum in 
which opponents with nerves of steel use wholly 
unreliable nerf guns to settle old (or new) scores. 
It's a high adrenalin activity to watch, let alone to 
take part in.

12:00 TEA DUELLING School House Once you're done with Teapot Racing and if you 
haven't managed to settle any disputes to your 
complete satisfaction at the High Noon Shoot Out, 
it could well be time to fire up the kettle and take 
part in the quintessential tournament that is Tea 
Duelling.

It's the perfect combination of steady hands and 
soggy biscuits, optimism and jeopardy. It can be 
just for fun but if you win the weekend tournament 
it could also gain you a place at the World Tea 
Duelling competition at Asylum XIV in August. Now 
there's a thought. Picking up a malted milk biscuit 
at The Town That Never Was could be the first 
step towards being named as 2024 Tea Duelling 
Champion of the World.
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12:30 STEAMPUNK 

SALLYS
Artisan Yard Based loosely on the Salvation Army, the 

Steampunk Sallys are a larger than life force to be 
reckoned with. Like all good sisterhoods, the 
Sallys (many of them men) adopt the name Anna 
on joining the group and they do their mission work 
under the stern and yet tuneful watch of General 
Anna Bollick.

On Saturday at The Town That Never Was the 
Steampunk Sallys will be holding a Temperance 
Meeting starting at the Artisan Yard (by the canal) 
but there is a very real risk the 'meeting' will spread 
out, quite possibly in the direction of the New Inn 
Public House where activities that trouble the Sally 
are said to occasionally take place.

If you are in the pub and hear the drums and 
timbrels approaching, that might be a good time to 
finish your pint...

12:30 WHAT IS 
STEAMPUNK?

School House It can be hard to definte exactly what Steampunk 
is but many of us feel we know it when we see it. 
In this talk aimed mainly at the steam-curious 
(those who have yet to embrace steampunk as a 
hobby but are wondering what it s all about) the 
Ministry's Major Tinker will tell you everything you 
need to know about steampunk, but be warned, 
the more you find out the more hooked you will 
become.

13:00 THE ILLICIT 
MARKET

Upper Town The Illicit Market is a fun activity combining trading 
of wares and an element of role-play. The broad 
idea (check out the Illicit Market page under the 
Features tab here for more information) is that 
individuals can bring along a small collection of 
goods to offer for sale for a period of around an 
hour.

The 'illicit' element of the market refers to the way 
it is run, as an 'underground' enterprise, with a 
small risk of being caught by the Police (but no risk 
of actually being locked up).

Illicit markets can be a really good way to buy and 
sell goods, so check out the details here and bring 
along your wares; you might just make a fortune - 
or else just come along and grab yourself a 
bargain. 

13:00 MOVIE-STYLE 
MAGIC

The Green This will be a feature aimed at our younger 
attendees, demonstrating how special effects are 
used in film and TV.

Meet up on The Green and we will take you on a 
very special journey...

13:30 SEA SHANTIES Upper Town The crew of M/V Storm Petrel love few things more 
than singing Sea Shanties and this will be your 
opportunity to not only listen to their fine voices but 
add your own. By the end you will swear you can 
smell the sea.



Blists Timetable 2024 Saturday 20/06/24

3

Time Name Location Description
13:30 LINE DANCING Lower Town With this year's optional Steam Western theme, 

what could be more appropriate than a 
demonstration and lesson in Line Dancing?

Come down to the lower town and see our teacher 
and her friends demonstrate the moves and then 
join in yourselves to seriously upgrade your Steam 
Western credentials.

You don't need to be dressed in Steam Western 
attire to join in.

14:30 TADLOP ON 
TOUR

Lower Town This will be your second chance today to see and 
hear The Telford and District Light Operative 
Players perform a selction of well known and some 
newer songs from popular musicals, this time in 
the lower part of town.

14:30 PARASOL 
DUELLING

Lower Town Another potentially high-adrenaline sport, Parasol 
Duelling combines the highly skilled decision 
making required to play rock-paper-scissors with 
the technical wizardry required to open or close a 
parasol.

Come and try your hand (and brain). The winner 
will take home a parasol as a prize (or an umbrella 
if it rains, which we hope it won't).

15:00 STEAMPUNK 
SALLYS BAND

Lower Town However successful the Steampunk Sallys are at 
persuading those in the Upper Town to give up the 
demon booze on Saturday morning they are sure 
to be in fine form when they amass their 
instruments down in the lower town for a rousing 
chorus of - sorry my mind's gone blank for a 
moment - must be the booze. 

They are always highly entertaining. Be there (but 
hide the bottle)

15:30 STEAMPUNK 
PROMENADE

The Green The geography of The Town That Never Was is 
such that visitors tend to linger in the upper town 
for the first part of the day and then gravitate to the 
lower part of the town later on.

Steampunks love to promenade and mid-afternoon 
after their performance in the lower town, the 
Steampunk Sallys will lead the way as many of us 
promenade back up to the Upper Town to see all 
the exhibits and traders we missed earlier in the 
day.

You are of course welcome to walk up and down 
the hill between the upper and lower town as many 
times as you like each day.

There's lots to see either side of the path as you 
do, including some of the untimed features listed 
above, the Doctor's Surgery and the perennially 
popular pig pen.


